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Visit Military.com’s Education page at http://education.military.com/ for more 
information about tuition assistance.  

What are Service Specific College Programs?  

In addition to Tuition Assistance Programs, the Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines, and 
Coast Guard, along with their affiliated aid organizations, offer you and your 
dependents college programs, loans, grants, and college scholarship programs. 
These financial assistance programs were created to ensure that a motivated 
individual like you is given every opportunity to pursue your education goals.  
The table below is a quick reference to the programs each service has to offer. Visit 
the Service-Specific Program section at http://www.military.com/Service_Ed 
for more details.  
 

Programs Army Navy Air Force Marines Coast Guard 

GI Bill Kicker College Fund College Fund N/A College Fund N/A 
Student Loan 
Repayment * 

Yes, up to 
$65k 

Yes, up to 65k Yes, up to 
$12k 

N/A N/A 

Loans, Grants & 
Scholarships 

Army 
Emergency 
Relief 

Navy Marine 
Corps Relief 
Society 

Air Force Aid 
Society 

Navy Marine 
Corps Relief 
Society 

Coast Guard 
Mutual 
Assistance / 
Coast Guard 
Foundation 

Federal Financial Student Aid  

What is Federal Financial Student Aid (FSA)?  

The Federal Government offers several Financial Student Aid Programs with 
extremely low interest loans and grants. This money is paid directly to the school for 
disbursement, meaning once the school has taken its share, the remaining loan or 
grant balance belongs to you.  

Do military servicemembers qualify for Federal Student Aid?  

YES! It doesn't matter whether you are active duty, reserve, veteran, retiree, on the 
GI Bill, or not – you should be taking advantage of these programs. There are 
numerous examples of active duty members receiving federal loans and large grants. 
Remember: Grants are gifts you don't need to repay!  

How do I apply?  

Once you have enrolled in college, you need to start the application process. You can 
apply for all of the available FSA by filling out the FAFSA form online 
(http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/). Once you have submitted the Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA), your school will notify you which types of loans, grants 
and the total amounts you are qualified to receive. When you get this notification 
from the school, simply select to loans and grants you want and the school will finish 
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the loan process. For more information, see the Military.com Federal Student Aid 
section at http://www.military.com/Fed_Aid.  
 
 
FSA: Hot Tip  
When you apply for Federal Financial Student Aid using the Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA), be sure to visit the “Official FAFSA” website at 
http://www.fafsa.ed.gov.  
 

Military Scholarships  

What are Military Scholarships?  

Military Scholarships are grants (free money) designated to be given to military 
servicemembers, veterans, or dependents to help cover the cost of tuition, fees, 
books, living expenses and more.  
 
As a member of the armed forces you are eligible for thousands of scholarships 
worth millions of dollars. Many of these scholarships go unclaimed each year.  

How do I find the Scholarships that apply to me?  

That’s the best part; Military.com recently launched a brand “Scholarship Finder” 
that will help you find exact scholarships that are waiting for you to apply.  
 
 
Scholarships: Hot Tip  
Many scholarships are available for servicemembers, veterans, and family members 
depending on your location, financial needs, and military service. Use the Scholarship 
Finder at http://www.military.com/scholarships to help narrow your search.  
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Section 3  

Money and Timesaving Educational Tips  

As a servicemember or veteran of the military you have many ways to save money 
and time. They include the following Non-Traditional Education options:  

• College Credit for Military Experience  
• Credit by exam  
• Distance learning / Online Courses  

College Credit for Military Experience  

What is College Credit for Military Experience?  

The American Council on Education (ACE) continuously evaluates military schools, 
correspondence courses and occupations to determine the amount of college level 
credit they’re worth.  

How are ACE credits applied?  

Each college that you apply to determines the number of credits they will accept, and 
how they will be applied toward your degree. In fact, some schools may choose not 
to grant any credit for military experience. That is why it is critical to shop 
around for the most "military friendly" school available.  
 
 
Finding a Military-Friendly School: Hot Tip  
Military.com can help you get in contact with several "military friendly" schools with 
the School Finder – the only school finder on the Web that searches for schools 
based on military programs and benefits. Visit the School Finder Link at 
http://www.military.com/Education/SchoolLocator to get a jump-start on 
finishing your degree. Remember, the longer you delay, the longer it will take to 
reach your goals.  
 

How do I apply for my ACE credits?  

The first step to claiming the credits you have earned is to request a transcript from 
your military service. Each service will provide unofficial personal copies and send 
schools an official copy of your transcript at no charge. Each service branch has their 
own system for recording your military education and experience credits.  
Visit Military.com’s ACE section at http://www.military.com/ACE to get more 
information on how to order your military transcript.  
 
 
Your Transcripts: Hot Tip  
Unless you know for sure that you need a particular course, you should wait until the 
school gets ALL your transcripts before you sign up for classes. Otherwise you may 
end up taking courses you don’t need.  
 

12 ©2007 Military Advantage, Inc. 



v.3.0.0 

 

Credit-by-Exam  

What is Credit-by-Exam?  

You may know these exams by their common acronyms CLEP, DSST, GRE, and ECE. 
The "Credit-By-Exam” program gives you the opportunity to demonstrate college-
level achievement through a program of exams in undergraduate college courses.  
 
The tests cover all the major college level courses like history, economics, 
psychology, math, literature to name a few.  

How does Credit-by-Exam work?  

The credit-by-exam program is purely self-paced and flexible. Each test is based on 
college level courses. You can choose to watch videos, listen to audiotapes, study 
textbooks, or brand name study guides to prepare and YOU determine when you're 
ready to take the examinations.  
 
If you are active duty you can choose to have your grade report entered into your 
military educational transcript. This will simplify the transcript request process when 
you begin the college enrollment process.  

Where can I take these exams?  

Active Duty and Reserve Servicemembers can take these exams at no charge 
through their Education Service Office thanks to the Defense Activity for Non-
Traditional Educational Support (DANTES). Veterans can usually take these exams at 
their local college campus or national test centers.  
 
Visit Military.com’s DANTES section at http://www.military.com/CreditbyExam 
for details on how the credit-by-exam program can work for you.  
 
 
Education: Hot Tip  
There are many disreputable schools -- commonly referred to as “Diploma Mills” -- 
out there. Be sure that the school you are considering is a regionally or nationally 
accredited school.  
 

Distance Learning / Online Courses  

What is Distance Learning?  

Distance learning is a completely flexible means of taking college courses at home, 
at work ort even on duty; it fits your schedule, life style, and goals. Using distance 
learning you can earn everything from an Associates Degree to a PhD. 
Servicemembers and veterans have numerous ways to study for their degree at a 
distance including:  

• Video Tapes  
• Online Courses  
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• Correspondence Courses  
• Television  

Are these distance learning courses from "real" schools?  

Yes! Not only are they "real" schools, but thousands of big-name universities and 
colleges – including the University of Phoenix, Penn State, Capella University, St. 
Leos College and the University of Maryland – all offer distance learning courses.  

What are online courses?  

Online courses follow the same format as traditional college courses, with a 
professor, textbooks, homework, exams, etc. However, online courses have a much 
higher degree of flexibility and usually use a combination of:  
 

• Message boards  
• E-mail  
• Chat rooms  
• CD-ROMs  
• Textbooks  

How do online courses work?  

In a typical online course, the professor posts weekly reading assignments and study 
questions, and schedules a group online chat time. The student must post answers 
to the study questions and respond to at least one other student's postings by the 
end of that week. Online courses typically have weekly deadlines – however, your 
daily/weekly study schedule is completely up to you. At the end of the course or 
module, you will have a final exam (lower level) or written essay requirement (upper 
level) summarizing the context of the class.  

How do I select the right school for me?  

You need to find the school that accepts your military experience and credit-by-
exams, offers flexibility, scholarships and military discounts, and is covered by your 
Tuition Assistance and the GI Bill.  
 
 
Finding a School: Hot Tip  
Fortunately, as a member of Military.com you can find the right “Military Friendly” 
school with our School Finder – the only school finder on the Web that searches for 
schools based on military programs and benefits. Visit the School Finder Link at 
http://www.military.com/Education/SchoolLocator to get a jump-start on 
finishing your degree.  
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